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Dear Church Family,

The cold rain fell on my shoulders as I walked home last night after prayer
meeting with my bride.  I looked over at the church sign and saw the beautiful, yellow
daffodils trying their best to stand tall under the weight of the rain.  It is a common
sight in the early Oregon Spring.

That same Wednesday, in my morning Bible reading, I read in the third chapter
of Nehemiah.  This is the story of the captives returning to Jerusalem and rebuilding the
all-important wall around the city.  Each family unit worked on a specific section
simultaneously with the others building to the left and right.  I noticed again how so
many of those who built were assigned the section in front of their own home.

As the story continues in chapter four, the enemies around Jerusalem
aggressively ridiculed those building.  They kept building, refusing to be distracted by
the noise.  They kept praying and trusting in God and encouraging one-another.
Though each built seemingly alone, they knew they were not really alone because of
God and their fellow-builders.

God is making something beautiful at Valley Baptist Church.  Children learn
beside senior citizens, men are growing in loving their wives and leading their families
as servant-leaders, wives are affirmed in their ever-so-crucial role of being wives and
mothers, teenagers interact with adults while holding small children in their arms.  It is
a startling testimony to the power of God to all who enter our doors.  It is, as it should
be, very different than the culture around.  It has the potential to multiply exponentially
as the current 50-60 youngsters grow older, marry godly spouses, and repeat the
process.  And along the way, we pray God will reach other individuals and whole
families with the Gospel of Christ.

But how do we ensure that what God is orchestrating indeed continues?  First,
we recognize that the ultimate responsibility lies in God’s hands.  He said that He
would build His church, without the cleverness of man.  Then, we take a cue from those
wall-builders in Jerusalem and “build” at home with our own families.  The “church” is
you, individuals, couples, and families.  The sum strength of the church consists of
totaling the individual strength of each of our family units.  Be in the Word,
individually and as a couple/family.  Be in prayer individually and as a couple/family.
Take up the responsibility to teach and protect the hearts of your children and
grandchildren.

When we are each “building the wall” at our own homes, we stand like those
daffodils, opposed by the enemy of God, but remaining tall as we depend daily on the
Lord.  Then, though we each build seemingly alone, we are never really alone because
of God and our fellow-builders.  And that results in joyful gatherings of the “wall-
builders” each week in corporate worship.

I love serving as your pastor,
Ronny
!  VBC Family & Music

The
Beacon
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Sunday April 12th is Easter Sunday
Invite someone to come to church with you
Tell someone what Easter is really about

In our discipleship class ÒGrowing Strong In GodÕs FamilyÓ we looked at having assurance
of our salvation.  Our memory verse for the Assurance of Salvation is 1 John 5:11-12, And the
testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who
has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.
This verse tells us that God is the One who has given us eternal life.  It also tells us that
eternal life is in God’s one and only Son, Jesus.  Jesus is the only way to have eternal life
(John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to
the Father but through Me).  His payment for our sin, by dying on the cross as the only
sinless person to live, is the only payment that God accepts for forgiveness of sin.  As
the above verse states, those who have the Son (have accepted Him as Savior and Lord)
have eternal life and those who do not have the Son (have not accepted Him as Savior
and Lord) do not have eternal life.  If we have come to a place where we realize that we
are sinners and have repented (asked for forgiveness of our sins and turned away from
our sin - Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand) and asked Jesus to come and be our Savior and Lord
(commit to learn and follow His commandments – John 14:21 " He who has My
commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be
loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.") we can
know we have eternal life.  The evidence of the Son in our lives can be seen by the fruit
our lives produce.  The Holy Spirit helps us to know, understand, and follow God’s
commandments. - Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Luke 6:43-45  For there is no good tree which produces bad fruit, nor, on the other hand,
a bad tree which produces good fruit.  For each tree is known by its own fruit. For men
do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a briar bush.  The good
man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man
out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which
fills his heart.  So as we look at our lives what kind of fruit are we producing?  Below is
how John MacArthur answered a question on assurance of salvation.

How can I be sure of my salvation?

There are two important tests in Scripture for a person to determine whether or not he
or she is a true believer.
There is first of all an objective test, which asks, "Do I believe?" Ask yourself if you
affirm the Scripture's record of the person and work of Jesus Christ. Do you believe that
He is God manifest in the flesh? Do you believe that God saves sinners solely through
the merits of Jesus Christ's obedient life and substitutionary death on the cross?
Second is the subjective or experiential test of assurance in which you ask yourself, "Is
my faith real?" The apostle John's purpose in writing the epistle of 1 John was to give
true believers assurance of their salvation (1 John 5:13). In that small epistle John gives
several marks to distinguish a true believer.

• True believers walk in the light (1 John 1:6-7). The light here means both
intellectual and moral truth. Ask, "Do I affirm the truths of Scripture, and desire
to obey them?"

• True believers confess their sin (1:8-2:1) Confess here doesn't mean to recite every
wrong that we have ever done. Rather, it means to agree with God about our sin.
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That means that true believers hate their sin; they don't love it. They
acknowledge they are sinful, and yet they know they are forgiven.

• True believers keep His commandments (2:3-4; 5:2-3). The term here refers to a
watchful, observant obedience. Here the believer desires to obey truths he deems
precious. It involves a proactive approach to obedience-the Christian studies
Scripture in order to understand and obey it.

• True believers love the brethren (2:9-11; 3:10, 14-15; 5:2). Ask yourself the
question, "Do I love God's people and desire to be around them?"

• True believers affirm sound doctrine (2:20-23; 4:2,6). John here teaches that no
true believer will fall into any serious, Christ-denying error or heresy.

• True believers follow after holiness (2:29; 3:3-4, 6-9). These verses certainly aren't
talking about sinless perfection, or even the frequency or duration of sin. The
term sin in these verses describes one who lives an immoral, ungodly,
unrighteous life as a matter of continual practice, and carries the attitude of
hardened hate for God's righteousness.

• True believers have the Holy Spirit (4:13; 5:10-11). This is an over-arching test
summing up all the others. Is there evidence that the fruit of the Spirit is present
in your life (Galatians 5:22-23)?

In summary, one's assurance of salvation does not need to be based on a past decision
or an experience. It should rest first of all on one's faith in the objective truth of God's
Word, Jesus Christ, and the gospel. Secondly, it should rest on the reality of a changed
life marked by obedience, a love for Christ and His righteousness, and a hatred for sin.
Take heart if these things are true in your life, and trust God to continue to work out
His salvation in your life.

Available online at: http://www.gty.org/Resources/Questions/QA165
COPYRIGHT ©2009 Grace to You

Join us Easter Sunday Morning, April 12th Ð 10:45 am
for a time of special music, scripture reading,

and a message from our pastor.

Bobby

!  Women’s Ministry
Thank you to those who contributed toward the purchase of Bibles and hymnals to be
distributed by our Canadian missionaries, David and Jill Wilhelm.  We were able to
purchase 12 English/Spanish New Testaments and 12 Spanish hymnals.  They have
been reaching out to their Hispanic neighbors and 11 men attended their services
recently.  We also provided Easter candy for their annual Easter egg hunt scheduled for
April 11th this year.  Please pray for this ministry that people will come and listen to the
Easter message and that hearts will be reached for our Lord.
 
The Women of Faith Conference is scheduled at the Rose Garden in Portland on October
9th and 10th.  Cost for the all day Friday, Friday evening, and all day Saturday sessions
is $109 (includes lunch both days).  We will spend Friday night at a nearby motel. 
I plan to purchase tickets on Monday, April 6th.  If you would like to attend and have
not contacted me, please let me know by April 5th.
 
A wedding shower honoring Dinah Gish is being planned for the middle of May. 
Watch the bulletin for details.
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Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
 
Each year we honor the life and work of Annie Walker Armstrong (1850-1938) when we
give to the annual offering for North American missions named after her.  As a tireless
servant of God and a contagious advocate and supporter of mission efforts throughout
the world, Annie Armstrong led women to unite in mission endeavors that ultimately
led to the formation of Women's Missionary Union, for which she served as the first
corresponding secretary.
Annie believed in Christ with all her heart, but it was her hands that expressed that
belief in tangible ways.  She spent a great amount of time typing and handwriting
letters in support of missions.  Many of these letters were quite lengthy and all were
filled with conviction that more could and should be done in our mission efforts.  In
1893 alone, she wrote almost 18,000 letters!  Annie also never hesitated to use her hands
to reach out to hug a child or distribute food and clothing and the Word of God to those
in need.  Her hands held her own Bible as she studied to know how best to share God's
love with others.  And, most important, Annie was a woman of prayer, folding her
hands in prayer to intercede for the missionaries and for those they were helping
discover Christ.
Annie rallied churches to give more, pray more, and do more for reaching people for
Christ.  As we continue to unite to make her vision a reality in North America today, we
can be confident that her legacy will also be ours.
Your gifts to support North American missionaries may be placed in the offering plate
during the month of April.  Indicate on the offering envelope "Annie Armstrong."

Carrol Bowerman

*April Birthday’s and Anniversaries*
April  3rd   Brad & Patti Richmond
April  4th  Chris Menne
April  6th  Melinda Prewitt
April  10th  Judy Johnson
April  16th  Destiny Coburn

 Mary Mayes
April  17th  Roy Bowerman
April  21st  Kelly Menne
April  26th Amanda Davis



5

Stan Smeltzer
April  30th Hannah Cooksey

Have a GREAT ÒJesus Loves You!” special day!!!

Upcoming Events

April 8th Business Meeting Ð 6:30 pm
April 12th Easter Sunday Ð No Fellowship Meal
April 13th Quilting Ð 6:30 pm
April 26th Fellowship at Unionvale Gym

5:00 Ð 7:00 pm
April 27th Quilting Ð 6:30 pm

WednesdayÕs - Worship & Prayer - 6:30 pm
MondayÕs - MenÕs Bible Study Ð 6:00 & 8:00 am

www.macvalleybaptist.org / macvalleybc@yahoo.com

There are a number of exciting new items in the church library.

New DVD’s include:
!  Fireproof, a movie that Ronny actually recommended seeing while it was in the

theatres
!  Amazing Grace, about William Wilberforce and his life work to pass a law to

end slave trading in the British empire
!  Pilgrim’s Progress, a modern adaptation of this classic tale by John Bunyan

Adult books
!  Deception by Randy Alcorn, extends the story of Ollie Chandler (We have the

first two books in this set, also: Deadline and Dominion)
!  Every Now and Then by Karen Kingsbury

Books for young readers:
!  Three more books in the Landon Snow series, a marvelous fantasy series set in

the library of the little town of Button Up
!  The first four books in the Red Rock series by Jerry Jenkins, adventures about the

Timberline twins
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