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I cannot begin to tell you how excited I am about the days to come at Valley Baptist
Church!  This fall we are going to go through a very crucial and thrilling process.  We will
call it ÒStrategic Sunday Nights in September.Ó  While it would be easier and faster for me
to simply sit down and develop the strategy that will guide VBC for these coming months
and years, I want your input and I want you to have ownership in the process.  Over the
course of several Sunday nights, beginning on September 9th, I will lead you through a
time of praying, brainstorming, sharing, and dreaming.  This process will enable us to get
a picture of GodÕs end-vision for our church and then work backwards as we ask Him for
the steps that will take us from where we are to where we are going.  Whew!  I am getting
pumped just typing this to you.  For example, when we finish this time together, when
someone asks you what you do at 9:30am on Sundays you will not just say, ÒAttend
Sunday School,Ó but rather you will understand WHY you attend Sunday School and
what role Sunday School plays in transporting you and others from point A to point B in
the Christians growth process.  I look forward to the time with you.  The future is wide
open before us at Valley Baptist Church.  God called me to VBC from Joshua chapter 1 and
said, ÒGo and lead this people across the Jordan.Ó  LetÕs go.  LetÕs cross over!

Other upcoming events you will not want to miss:
Ee Taow!!!! Ð August 12th and 19th at 6:30pm Ð You will love these two stories as you watch
whole tribes come to Christ and catch the vision to share with others.

Valley Baptist Church Summit Lunch Ð Sunday, September 9 Ð Noon
While Brother Bobby and the youth serve us lunch, we will kick off the new church year
with fellowship, encouragement and a Òstate of the union (church) address.Ó

Dr.  Don Chittick Ð See Brother BobbyÕs column for more information regarding this
exciting opportunity.

Thrilled to be your pastor,

Ronny

From the PastorÕs
Desk
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  Music Ministry
Music Notes

“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the strength of my
life; of whom shall I be afraid?” – Psalm 27:1

Many of the hymns we sing have become so familiar that we often do not truly grasp the
message the writer is attempting to convey.  There are times when just reading the text of a
song is more inspirational than singing the tune.  And, knowing something about the author
and the circumstances that inspired the composition helps to generate a personal adaptation
for our daily lives.

Karolina W. Sandell-Berg is known as the ÒFanny Crosby of SwedenÓ, and is the author of
the hymn titled ÔDay by Day.”  She was born in Frvderyd, Sweden, on October 3, 1832, the
daughter of Jonas Sandell, pastor of the villageÕs Lutheran church.  Though frail in body,
she had a strong spirit, feasting on the artistic, literary, and religious influences of her home
life.

But tragedy struck when she was twenty-six.  Lina and her father were enjoying a boat trip
on the east coast of Sweden near Gothenburg when the ship suddenly lurched.  Before her
eyes, Rev. Sandell pitched overboard and drowned.  Returning home alone, Lina began
processing her grief through the Scriptures and expressing her faith in poetry.  During that
year, 1858, she published fourteen poems.

Seven years later, in 1865, she published the hymn, “Day by Day.”  In it Lina spoke from
personal experience about the daily strength the Lord provides for His struggling children.

This hymn, found in the Baptist hymnal at page sixty-six, has become one of my favorites
over time for the comfort and assurance the verses describe.

1. Day by day and with each passing moment, Strength I find to meet my trials
here; Trusting in my FatherÕs wise bestowment, IÕve not cause for worry or for
fear.  He whose heart is kind beyond all measure gives unto each day what He
deems best Ð Lovingly, its part of pain and pleasure, Mingling toil with peace
and rest.

2. Every day, the Lord Himself is near me with a special mercy for each hour; All
my cares He fain would bear, and cheer me, He whose name is Counselor and
PowÕr.  The protection of His child and treasure is a charge that on Himself He
laid; ÒAs thy days, thy strength shall be in measure,Ó This the pledge to me He
made.

3. Help me then in every tribulation so to trust Thy promises, O Lord,  that I lose
not faithÕs sweet consolation offered me within Thy holy Word.  Help me, Lord,
when toil and trouble meeting, EÕer to take, as from a fatherÕs hand, One by one,
the days, the moments fleeting, till I reach the promised land.

If you need strength for a particular trial, take this grand old hymn into the day with you,
and claim some of the wonderful promises God has given:
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• The Lord is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation –
Exodus 15:2

• As your days, so shall your strength be – Deuteronomy 33:25
• Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your strength Ð Nehemiah 8:10
• God is your refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble Ð Psalm 46:1
• Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength Ð Isaiah 40:31
• My grace is sufficient for thee:  for my strength is made perfect in weakness Ð      2

Corinthians 12:9
• I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me Ð Philippians 4:13

May the Lord Jesus Christ be the Song in our hearts.  Sing Praise!
John Gamble, Minister of Music

 Youth & Family News

Operation Backpack:  We are joining with other churches to get low income
children a new backpack filled with school supplies and a Bible

The old building of our church will be the storage location for Operation Backpack.
This is the list of items we are joining with other churches to donate.  Look below
and see what you might want to contribute and bring it to the church.

New backpacks (500)
# 2 Pencils (500 packs)
Colored pencils 12 pk. (500 packs)
3 Ring Binders (500)
Pencil pouch (500)
ElmerÕs glue (500)
Glue sticks (1,500)
Crayons 24 pk. (500 packs)
Colored markers (500)
Spiral notebooks (1,000)
Composition Books (800)
Scissors (500)
Rulers (500)
Notebook paper (wide ruled)(1,000 packs)
Basic calculator (500)
Erasers (1,000)
Ziploc bags, Gallon size (500 boxes)
Kleenex, large box (500 boxes)
Watercolor paint set (500)

Upcoming Events:

The things that we still need many more of
are prioritized as follows:

1.  Backpacks. Right now we have 78. Please let your
churches know that the kind we need most are ones
"non-theme." (without cartoon characters or
superheroes) This will allow a wider range of kids to
use that backpack whereas it becomes more limited
if it's theme specific. We are better off having many
more "generic" styles. Also Dollar Tree has some
backpacks but while they may be good for a
Kindergartner they are not much good beyond that.
It would be better to buy one $10 backpack than 10
Dollar Tree ones.
2.   Alarm Clocks. Right now we only have 8.
3.   Composition books
4.   Kleenex
5.   Ziplock Bags, gallon size
6.   Calculators
7.   Markers, washable
8.   Rulers
9.   Erasers
10. Watercolors
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• August 5th Ð Fellowship after the Sunday Evening service
• August 14th Ð Going to the Zoo
• August 20th Ð Day at the Beach

• September 20th Ð 22nd  --- Dr. Don Chittick, Creation Seminar

Dr. Chittick is coming to our church on September 20 th -22nd.  There will be several
opportunities to hear him speak on these 3 days.  We will get a schedule of times
and specific topics he will be speaking on very soon.  I have spoken to several
people who tell me Dr. Chittick is a good speaker and everyone from kids to adults
will enjoy his presentations.  Make plans now to be here and let others in the
community know he is coming.

Donald E. Chittick holds a Ph. D. in Physical chemistry from Oregon State
University, and has taught at the University of Puget Sound and George Fox
College. A contributor to several books and periodicals, he has lectured on the
creation / evolution topic throughout the past two decades, both in the United
States and abroad. As an inventor, he holds several U.S. and foreign patents and is
active in the area of alternative fuels.

For more than thirty years, the Lord has granted the Chitticks the privilege of
serving Him in the area of showing the total accuracy of the Holy Bible. Their
ministry has centered around Bible and science questions, especially those related
to the first eleven chapters of the book of Genesis.

At first, Dr. Chittick lectured on creation/evolution topics on the side while he was
employed full time as a university professor. Then the ministry opportunities grew
rapidly. In 1980, Dr. Chittick resigned his full-time teaching position and began
with the help of his wife, Donna, to devote full time to giving seminars.

Go to Dr. ChittickÕs website at www.creationcompass.com to find out more about
him and his ministry.

Bobby

Women’s Prayer Time
Thursday August 9th, 10:30 am,

at the CookseyÕs
All women and girls are welcome to

come for a time of prayer

Upcoming Events
        

August 5 After the evening service,
Sunday Night Fellowship
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August 6 6:30 pm - Quilting
August 9th Agenda Items due in the office
August 10th Drop off day for Operation Backpack
August 11th 8:00 am - MenÕs Breakfast,
August 14th Zoo Day

7:00 pm - Operation Backpack Meeting  at
Adventure Christian Church

August 15th 6:30 pm - Business Meeting,
August 18th 7:30 am -Deacons Meeting
August 20th Day at the Beach

6:30 pm Ð Quilting
August 22nd 9:00 am - Caleb Club Breakfast, at Jakes
August 25th Operation Backpack

at Grandhaven Elementary School
August 26th LordÕs Supper in the PM Service
August 30th Ð September 1st Church Campout

FishermanÕs Bend

*August Birthday’s and Anniversaries*
August 1st Daniel & Peggy Tanimoto
August 7th Priscilla Johnson
August 8th Richard Dodd

Don & Sharon Whiteley
August 10thJim & Lera Hildabrand
August 12thJeanne Roe
August 13thWanda Taylor
August 15thJames & Jean Phillips
August 17thThomas Sweet
August 19thJack Shelley
August 20thJeff & Lisa Lee
August 21stRuth Taylor

  Have a GREAT ÒJesus Loves YouÓ special day!!!!

     New Parsonage Small Loan: $49,600.00
     Given to Date: $15,431.89
     Balance on small loan $34,168.11
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If you have items for the newsletter, please submit them to the church
office by the 20th of the month.                        macvalleybc@yahoo.com

Pray and ask God to guide us in the area of finances.  Ask
Him to provide what we need to retire the debt we
have.  Also, pray and ask God what He may want

you to give to retire this debt.  Our goal is to
retire the small loan by the end of 2007.

 

Be sure and take a look at our updated church website:
www.macvalleybaptist.org or www.macvalleybaptist.com

                                        Has your home address, phone number, or
                       your e-mail address changed?

                    PLEASE keep us posted!

If we have omitted anyone, please let us know, so that we may recognize your birthday
and/or anniversary in future newsletters. If you are a newcomer, please let the church

office know, so that we can be sure to recognize your birthday and/or anniversary as well.


