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Dear VBC Family,

Merry Christmas! One of my favorite times of the year is now upon us. | love Christmas
and | am enjoying getting to spend a full Christmas with you this year. You are my family
and | love being with you.

Let me thank you for your sacrificial giving in November! | would ask that you continue in
this trend of being good stewards of all that God has provided. Through those gifts we will
be able to better impact the lost of this city and beyond.

In the same way, we have set the goal of our Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for

International Missions at $5,000. Your giving goes straight overseas to enable your SBC
missionaries to share the news that so many have still not heard. This offering is to not be

in place of our regular tithes but in addition. If each adult gave $100 we would meet this
goal. Since some cannot give that much others need to give more. LetOs experience the joy
of meeting our budget locally so we can accomplish the tasks of the Kingdom at VBC and
simultaneously experience the joy of knowing we are a part of sending the Gospel around

the world.

Sunday, December 2 marks Bobby Johnsofi@siversary with Valley Baptist Church.

Be sure and voice your appreciation to him. Currently he is busy leading our music,
planning ministry for children, young people, young adults, and more. He also keeps our
office running smoothly. Oh, yes, he is also a newlywed and a soon-to-be dad. | would
like you to join me soon in affirming a title change that more aptly reflects the hats Bobby
wears around here.

| look forward to experiencing all of our Christmas events with you.

Thankful to be your pastor,

Ronny



I VBC Family& Music

December 16 B Sunday morning we are going to have a special Christmas service.
There will be scripture reading, singing, some testimonies about Christmas, and a
Christmas story. | hope you will join us and bring a friend or two . | would like to
have a couple of testimonies of a memory of Christmas or a thought on Christmas
during this service. If you are interested in giving a short (2 minutes or less)
testimony about Christmas let me know ASAP.

December 21st B Friday evening from 6:00 pm B 9:00 pnwill be our Live Nativity.
Thanks for all the volunteers that will make this possible. | hope all of you will come.
We can still use some people who would be willing to pass out tracts and brochures
about our church to those who stop to see the nativity.

Starting Sunday evening, January 13 th, we will begin the IBLP Financial Freedom
Seminar. We are still working on what time to start. Please sign-up in the foyer. We
may offer this same seminar at a different time if there is enough interest to have a
second group. The seminar is a video presentation with each video lesson about 45
minutes long. There will be a time of discussion after the video presentation. We will
meet once a week for 21 weeks. There is a textbook that goes with the video
presentation and offers further insights into Godly principles of handling money. The
cost of the textbook is approximately $30. The textbook is not required but is
recommended.

January 29h , we have scheduled Olan Mills to come take pictures for a new church
directory. They will be here from 3:00 pm until 9:30 pm. | know January seems far
away, but | wanted to let you know early so you can put this date on your calendar.
We would like everyone in our church to be a part of the new directory.

Bobby

The following stories and ideas for Family Traditions are taken from FamilyLife.
www.familylife.com

Enjoying Christ's Bounty

Kelly - Helena, Ohio

My husband was on temporary disability due to sickness for a long period of time
extending over Christmas, 2001. It was a very difficult time for our family in many ways,
including financially. We just had a new baby, closely following the birth of another 17
months before. We also have two pre-teen children. Just prior to Christmas, our church
office called and said they were aware of our situation. They asked me to make up a list of
things that each family member (including my husband and me) would like for
Christmas. This was very humbling. We sat down and made the list, and | gave it to the
church. A couple of weeks later, we received a phone call from the office telling us that
there were many presents to be picked up for the children at the office. They also had a
check for my husband and me, which included enough money to pay for some bills and
buy each other something.

In addition, another family at the church brought in a large gift basket and bags of
presents for everyone. There was even a disposable camera included for us to capture
some great family memories. This ended up being the most bountiful Christmas ever!
Tears fill my eyes now as | think of it. Our children learned first hand that Jesus loves us
and does not forget us in times of trouble.

A Daughter's Expression
Brenda Moore - Cherry Valley, IlI.



My most meaningful gift came last year when my then 10-year-old daughter wrote a letter
on her own, and stashed it behind the Christmas tree. She surprised us with it after all the
gifts had been opened. She expressed gratitude to my husband and me for being her
parents, and told us how much she loved us. It brought many tears of joy. | have since
framed this simple, handwritten letter, and hung it on the wall of my bedroom. It will
forever be the most meaningful gift I'll ever receive.

Surprise Doll from the Salvation Army

Carol Irvin

| was the youngest child in a family with five children. My father left my mother when |
was five years old. Mother gave us the best she could. Christmas was a real family time for
us. We had no money, but we had each other. My older brothers would go into the woods
and cut down a cedar tree. One Christmas when | was six, Mother said we had no money
for gifts, but she bought us some oranges and candy. This was okay with me, but about
8:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve we heard a knock on the door and some people from the
Salvation Army brought me a doll, a few other goodies, and food our the family. | was so
excited. Today, Christmas still has a very special meaning to me. | am 64 now, but
Christmas is His birthday and although now we are blessed to be able to afford a few
gifts, Jesus was, is, and will always be my reason to celebrate Christmas.

Starting Family Traditions i i

It may sound strange, but Christmas traditions don't have to be E well E traditional. You
can start newactivities that bring meaning to your holidays and build a legacy for your
family. Perhaps you came from a family of non-believers, and you have never celebrated
traditions that were based on Christ. Or perhaps you have found that your current
traditions have no meaning for your family. This year, we have compiled 5 ideas for new
traditions from FamilyLife.

1. What Does God Want for Christmas? The Christmas holiday is really just a part of the
gospel storyNGod came as man in the flesh to be the perfect sacrifice for our sins. His
birth signifies God's grace and love for His people. FamilyLife has developed an
interactive nativity set that not only tells the story of the birth of Christ, but it also presents
the gospel to children.

This new resource, What God Wants for Christmas, can be used in your own family, in
Sunday school classes, or as an outreach for neighborhood Christmas parties.

2. Use decorations to tell about the entire life of Christ. Christmas is a time that usually
emphasizes the birth of Jesus, but decorations can also celebrate the remainder of His life
on earth. In addition to the basic nativity set, angels, and stars, include crosses, verses that
talk about the life of Jesus, and statuettes of Him while He was on earth.

3. Fast a meal.In America, Christmas includes a large focus on food. This year, during the
week before Christmas, sacrifice a meal and pray during that time for the poor, hungry,
and spiritually lost in the world.

4. Watch a movie that remembers the life of Christ. There are several good films that
focus on the birth, death, and life of Christ. We recommend "Jesus of Nazareth," the film,
"Jesus," or for mature audiences, "The Passion of the Christ." Or for a change of pace, try
"Ben Hur," a movie that begins with Jesus' birth and ends with His death, and tells the
story of a man who was transformed by His love and forgiveness.

By watching movies that focus on other aspects of the life of Jesus, the Christmas
celebration of His birth is put into proper perspective. This can be an excellent
opportunity to talk to your children about why Christ had to come in the form of a child.

5. Share stories about how God has worked in your life. Have you ever told your
children the story of your salvation? How about your spouse? While the family is together
during the holidays, use the time to share your personal stories about faith, redemption,
and life change. Also, reflect on the previous year and talk about how you have grown in
your faith individually and as a family.

Stories and ideas for Family Traditions are taken from FamilyLife. www.familylife.com

Merry Christmas
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I 'Women's Ministries

Ladies of all ages are invited to Christmas Breakfast on the Farm, Saturday,
December 8th, at the Bowerman's.! The menu will be the same as last year.! Drop
by anytime between 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.! | should have the information on our
YCAP family to distribute.! Also, bring your ideas for ministries and activities for
2008.! Our address is 7465 NE Gun Club Road (corner of Gun Club and Hwy 47).!
ISee you on the 8th!

Life Care Christmas Gifts

Each year gifts are given to the members of our Sunday school class at Life Care.! If
you would like to participate, please place your donation in the offering marked

Life Care.! Or you can purchase slipper socks or a bottle of lotion and give it to
Carrol Bowerman or drop it off in the church office.

Carrol
*December BirthdayOs and Anniversaries*
December 6 Carrol Bowerman
December 14  Ken & Judy Lund
December 20  Joshua Cooksey
December 22  Tarlton Taylor
December 27 Richard & Linda Reed
December 28  Austin Hampshire
Have a GREAT { ou!Ospetial day!!!

Ho |da Dlnner
12:00 noon
Sunday, December™
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Everyone Comel!!

Three turkey's have been provided; please see the
sign-up sheet in the foyer to see what else is needed.

> fpéommg Events | <

December %

December 8
December 8

December 9

December 16
December 19

December 25t
December 28

Youth & ChildrenOs Christmas
Party -- 12:30 b 3:00 pm
Business Meeting B 6:30 pm
WomenOs Breakfast, at Carrol
BowermanOs House b 8:30 am
Holiday Dinner B 6:00 pm

Caleb Club Lunch B 10:00 am
Christmas Music Presentation
Caleb Club Breakfast b 9:00 am,
Jakes

Live Nativity B 6:00 B 9:00 pm
Candle Light Service & LordOs
Supper during the Evening Service

December 24-26" Office Closed

December 26

Wednesday Evening Service
6:30 pm

WomenOs Prayer Time

-I- Thursdays / 10:30 am
Meet at the CookseyOs
All women and girls are welcome
to come for a time of prayer

INVESTING

IN TOMORROW

New Parsonage Small Loan: $49,600.00

Given to Date:

$17,031.89

Balance on small loan $32,568.11

LY




Pray and ask God to guide us in the area of finances. Ask
Him to provide what we need to retire the debt we
have. Also, pray and ask God what He may want

you to give to retire this debt. Our goal is to
retire the small loan by the end of 2007.

If we have omitted anyone, please let us know, so that we may recognize your birthday
and/or anniversary in future newsletters. If you are a newcomer, please let the church
office know, so that we can be sure to recognize your birthday and/or anniversary as well.

,,,,, Has your home address, phone number, or

I your e-mail address changed?
PLEASE keep us posted!

ReaCh One by Pastor Frank

"Ole Smokey"
In case of

emergency
... RUN and PRAY !

{61 2007 by Ranch One Ministnes. &1 nghas resanved

Well .. if you don't go with the new furnace,

therels a|way5 the “g|0ba| warming OptiDn.“ I KNOW WHAT LEAVEN IS...IT COMES AFTER TEN

www.macvalleybaptist.org or www.macvalleybaptist.com




