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Valley Baptist Church Newsletter
January 2009

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Happy New Year!  I am so grateful to God for the chance to walk alongside you this past
year.  It has been one of the best years of my life.  I have so much to be thankful for.  I serve
a Risen Lord who has reached down and saved me and loves me.  I have a devoted, godly
wife who supports me and has given her whole life to me and our children.  I have seven
children who are daily Òblessings-in-trainingÓ and one scheduled to arrive this year.  And
then I have you.  It is not only a blessing to serve as your pastor, but it is a blessing for me to
be a member of this fellowship.  Thank you.

But enough of that mushy stuff!  We have a brand new year waiting for us!  LetÕs press on in
the mission of our Lord.  ÒThere are souls to rescue, there are souls to save,Ó says the old
hymn.  There are disciples to be made according to the Great Commission.  Will you be a
disciple maker, Òstanding on the promises,Ó or will you be a pew-warmer, Òsitting on the
premisesÓ?

How can you make disciples this year?  (1) Make sure you know Christ personally (2) Be in
the Word and in prayer daily (3) Be in the Word and in prayer daily as couples/families (4)
Ask God to show you individuals and families for whom you can pray and whom you can
get to know and share Christ from your life.  Perhaps that is oversimplified, but give it a
shot this year and see what God does.

Ronny

Calling all men - We want to hear your testimonies. !Men, beginning early this year we will
begin hearing testimonies from our men on two Sunday mornings per month. !Men, we will

be asking you to sign up and share for 3-5 minutes about how you came to Christ and
what the Lord is doing in your life. !Be ready to say "yes" when recruited!

Upcoming events of note:

• January 11 Ð Brother Bobby preaches
• January 11 - weekly fellowship meals return
• January 14 Ð Nathan Prewitt leads Wednesday Bible Study
• January 18 - Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
• January 21 - Isaac Horton (local ministerial student) leads Wednesday Bible Study
• January 25 - Dr. Bill Crews preaches (Dr. Crews is the Executive Director of the

Northwest Baptist Convention)!
• January 26 - Men's Breakfast Returns!

After spending 10 years in Japan using a house church methodology, I was not as sure of the
Biblical admonition of official membership as I had been before. !I thought it was practical
and necessary, but I wasn't as sure that the Bible taught as much. !However, over the past
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two years, God has been bringing resources before my eyes that have revealed to me the
actual Biblical wisdom in being officially attached to a local church  until God leads us
to be joined with another such local church. !I offer it to you for your consideration.

Étaken from, The Peace Making Pastor by Alfred Poirier

The justification for  covenant membership rests firmly on what the Bible itself asserts about
the nature of the church.  Scripture implies that the local church has a clearly identifiable and
accountable membership.  It implies this membership in several ways.

First, Christ calls the church to administer baptism, the rite of admission (Matt. 28:18-
20; 1 Cor. 12:12-13).  As we saw earlier, baptism is baptism into one body.  This body is not
only the universal body but also the particular and local body—like the church in Corinth.

Secondly, the New Testament writers identify the churches by their number and
location.  In Acts, Luke tells us that a particular church consisted at one point of three
thousand persons and later of five thousand persons (Acts 2:41, 47; 4:4; 5:14).  The point is
that the saints of a church can be counted.  Members are countable, and thus are accountable!
The apostle Paul identifies members by their location.  He addresses his letters not only to
the church in Rome or Corinth or Philippi but also to the many house churches outside those
cities (Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 16:19; Col. 4:15; Philemon 1:2).  You could have said in the early
church, “I belong to the church that meets at the home of Priscilla and Aquila.”  In other
words, members can be located!

Third, Christ prescribes the process of discipline to restore the wayward brother, even to
the point of removing a person from the fellowship by a formal, judicial act of
excommunication (Matt. 18:15-20).  One cannot be excommunicated from those he has not
previously communicated!  To be cast out implies by necessity that the person was once in.

Forth, the New Testament writers assume that Christians can identify their leaders to
whom they have voluntarily submitted themselves (1 Thess. 5:12-13; Heb. 13:17).  And
conversely, they expect the leaders of a church to be able to identify those members for
whom they must give an account (Acts 20:28-30; 1 Thess. 5:12-13; Heb. 13:17; 1 Peter 5:1-
4).  If the sheep must know their shepherd, so too the shepherd must know his sheep.  Yet
God will not hold a pastor liable for failing to discharge his duties as shepherd over sheep
that he cannot determine are his own.

Covenant membership, then, wherein Christians function as the body of Christ by
binding themselves in oath to other Christians and placing themselves under submission to
their respective authorities, is implied in a number of different passages throughout Scripture.
To put it simply, church membership is the biblical norm.  Scripture never envisions “Lone
Ranger” Christians.  The Peace Making Pastor by Alfred Poirier

 VBC Family & Music
Questions for a New Year

Written by Don Whitney
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. (BP)!Ñ Once, when the people of God had become careless in their
relationship with Him, the Lord rebuked them through the prophet Haggai. "Consider your
ways!" (Haggai 1:5) he declared, urging them to reflect on some of the things happening to
them and to evaluate their slipshod spirituality in light of what God had told them.

Even those most faithful to God occasionally need to pause and think about the direction of
their lives. It's so easy to bump along from one busy week to another without ever stopping
to ponder where we're going and where we should be going.

The beginning of a new year is an ideal time to stop, look up and get our bearings. For
starters, here are 10 questions to ask prayerfully in the presence of God:

1. What's one thing you could do this year to increase your enjoyment of God?
2. What's the most humanly impossible thing you will ask God to do this year?
3. What's the single most important thing you could do to improve the quality of your

family life this year?
4. In which spiritual discipline do you most want to make progress this year, and what

will you do about it?
5. What is the single biggest time-waster in your life, and what will you do about it this

year?
6. What is the most helpful new way you could strengthen your church?
7. For whose salvation will you pray most fervently this year?
8. What's the most important way you will, by God's grace, try to make this year

different from last year?
9. What one thing could you do to improve your prayer life this year?
10. What single thing that you plan to do this year will matter most in 10 years? In

eternity?

In addition to these questions, here are 21 more to help you "Consider your ways." Think on
the entire list at one sitting, or answer one question each day for a month.

11. What's the most important decision you need to make this year?
12. What area of your life most needs simplifying, and what's one way you could

simplify in that area?
13. What's the most important need you feel burdened to meet this year?
14. What habit would you most like to establish this year?
15. Who do you most want to encourage this year?
16. What is your most important financial goal this year, and what is the most important

step you can take toward achieving it?
17. What's the single most important thing you could do to improve the quality of your

work life this year?
18. What's one new way you could be a blessing to your pastor (or to another who

ministers to you) this year?
19. What's one thing you could do this year to enrich the spiritual legacy you will leave

to your children and grandchildren?
20. What book, in addition to the Bible, do you most want to read this year?
21. What one thing do you most regret about last year, and what will you do about it

this year?
22. What single blessing from God do you want to seek most earnestly this year?
23. In what area of your life do you most need growth, and what will you do about it

this year?
24. What's the most important trip you want to take this year?
25. What skill do you most want to learn or improve this year?
26. To what need or ministry will you try to give an unprecedented amount this year?
27. What's the single most important thing you could do to improve the quality of your

commute this year?
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28. What one biblical doctrine do you most want to understand better this year, and
what will you do about it?

29. If those who know you best gave you one piece of advice, what would they say?
Would they be right? What will you do about it?

30. What's the most important new item you want to buy this year?
31. In what area of your life do you most need change, and what will you do about it

this year?

The value of many of these questions is not in their profundity, but in the simple fact that
they bring an issue or commitment into focus. For example, just by articulating which
person you most want to encourage this year, you will be more likely to remember to
encourage that person than if you hadn't considered the question.

If you've found these questions helpful, you might want to put them someplace!Ð!in a day
planner, PDA, calendar, bulletin board, etc.!Ð where you can review them more frequently
than once a year.

So let's evaluate our lives, make plans and goals, and live this new year with biblical
diligence, remembering that, "The plans of the diligent lead surely to advantage" (Proverbs
21:5). But in all things let's also remember our dependence on our King who said, "Apart
from Me you can do nothing" (John 15:5).

Don Whitney is associate professor of spiritual formation at Midwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary and author of,  Simplify Your Spiritual Life  (NavPress, 2003).

The above questions might be helpful as you evaluate 2008 and as you prepare for 2009.
You might want to sit down with pen and paper and prayerfully ask God what questions

He would have you ask and where He wants you to be, spiritually, physically,
and in all areas of your life, at the end of 2009.

I wanted to say THANK YOU to all who participated in the Christmas music this year.
Thank you for using the gifts God has given you to glorify His name.  From the comments I

received it was a blessing to those who were here.  Praise the Lord for all He does for us.

Bobby

 Women’s Ministry
December was a busy month full of blessings.! Thank you to all who flooded the collection
box with packets of cocoa and instant soup for soldiers in Afghanistan.!! Three boxes were
sent containing 150 cocoa packets and 70 soup packets.! A special thanks to the children's
Sunday school classes who made Christmas cards that were included in the shipment.! We
will be collecting more items in February for another shipment.
!
The beginning of the month we decorated 10 wreaths which were delivered to members of
our church family as well as the two families who rent the duplex and old parsonage.! I
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have heard many comments of thanks from the recipients as well as those who visited and
saw the wreaths in homes.
!
Also in December we collected food and gifts for three families.! I was overwhelmed and
blessed by the participation in this ministry.! The weather made it challenging to bring
donations in, but we were able to deliver Christmas dinner and gifts on Christmas eve.! I am
so blessed to be!part of a family that loves and cares for each other.
!
At the beginning of December, I struggled with how many ministry projects we should be
involved in.! As I prayed I felt God telling me to trust Him and not put limits on the work
He wanted to accomplish through us.! Then I read 2Thessalonians 3:13 - "And as for you,
brothers, never tire of doing what is right."! I knew the ministries suggested were right and
that God would bless them.! Thank you all for joining God in the work He is doing through
Valley Baptist.
!
Proverbs 11:24-25 states "One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds
unduly, but comes to poverty.! A generous man will prosper: he who refreshes others will
himself be refreshed."! I have been blessed this past month to see that lived out in the
outreach ministries of our church family.! Truly we can never outgive God!

Carrol

*January Birthday’s and Anniversaries*
January 1st Jessica Menne
January 4th Jeremiah Coburn
January 7th Agnes McCalmon
January 12th LaWanda DeJong
January 16th Tom Snow
January 20th Don Whiteley
January 25th Thomas & Mandy Sanchez
January 28th Patti Richmond

Have a GREAT ÒJesus Loves You!” special day!!!

Upcoming Events

December 31st Worship & Prayer Ð 6:30 pm
New YearÕs Game Night Ð 7:30 pm

January 1st Office Closed
January 4th Ministry at Altera
January 11th Fellowship Meal - 12:00 noon
January 18th Fellowship Meal Ð 12:00 noon

Ministry at Altera
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January 21st Business Meeting Ð 6:30 pm
January 25th Dr. Bill Crews Ð Guest Speaker

Fellowship Meal 12:00 noon
January 26th MenÕs Breakfast Ð 6:00 & 8:00 am

WednesdayÕs - Worship & Prayer - 6:30 pm

Dear Church family;!! we want to thank each of you so very much for your prayers and
thoughts of us these past four years while the doctors have tried to figure Linda out!! The
variety and episodic nature of her symptoms have been very frustrating for all, but we are
waiting to see how this recent surgery affects all of this!! The good news is that 1) all went

well and recuperation has gone smoothly and 2) the tumor that was removed was of a type
that could account for all the symptoms, but whether or not things improve, this was a

tumor that needed to come out, although it was benign at this point.
Again, we want to thank all of you for prayers, food or offers thereof, visits or non-visits

(there is a place for both!), and the way you have supported us through all this.
As we! begin 2009, please continue to pray that we have found and corrected the problem,
(or give wisdom if we need to pursue other possibilities).! Also, remember!Richard as he

continues to seek the employment that God has out there for him now that he is not needed
to trek all over with the search for Linda's answers, and also for John as he is enjoying his

current employment but it currently is having!frequent down time and he needs to be
consistently working to make ends meet.! Again, as he has had down time recently, it has
allowed him to work with and help Richard get things done that need to be around here.!

God certainly has a way of providing for needs, whether or not the
provision is for the needs we think we have or the ones HE knows we have!

Thank you all very much!!! Happy and healthy 2009 to all!

Richard and Linda Reed and family
Have you tried a Sunday Bible Study?

It is our desire to see all of our members involved in a small-group Bible study
setting. !In the near future we will have one or two home Bible study options

available. !Currently, we have the following classes available on Sundays:

• Babies through 3 years - Judy McDaniel and Amanda Davis
• 4 years through Kindergarten - Linda Reed and Wanda Hill
• Elementary and Family - The CookseyÕs - This class is open to all ages and we are

studying the story of the whole Bible - this month will be Noah, The Tower of
Babel, and Abraham - come try us!

• Youth and Family - Mark Menne - This class is also open to all ages. !This class is
currently studying the Book of Acts

• Adult - Richard Reed - I have been told you can sneak any age into this class as
well.

• Ladies - Joanne Williamson - ladies of any age will love the great Biblical
discussion in this class

• LifeCare - The TaylorÕs and Marian Gadberry - would you like to help in our
mission Sunday School at the nursing home?
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• Topical/Short Term - Bobby Johnson - look for a new short-term class here soon

Thank You!!!
Priscilla, Amelia and I just wanted to say thank you for all you have done for
us.  The pounding and money are such blessings.  It is amazing to see God
work through people to accomplish His plans and meet the needs of others.
We pray that God would return your generosity 100 fold and He would meet

every need you have above and beyond what you can imagine.  May you
come to know more of God this year and when 2009 comes to an end may

you look back and marvel at what God has done for you.  Shalom!

Bobby, Priscilla, & Amelia Joy

www.macvalleybaptist.org / macvalleybc@yahoo.com


